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Tue Annuat MEETING. 


On Wednesday next those who attend at Red Lion 
Square will know which of the candidates for Coun- 
cil have been successful and later on they will be 
able to discover the views and votes of the new mem- 
bers. Itis rather remarkable that sensible business 
persons, as are the average practitioners, should en- 
trust the management of the profession to men, 
many of whom have expressed no opinions, and some 
of whom are unknown ten miles from their residence. 
Such innocence is unusual in educated adults. 

The annual meeting affords an opportunity to the 
Council for elucidating matters which are not clear 
to the profession and which are of importance. A 
very important question is the financial state of the 
College. One or two members of Council have ob- 
tained a small reputation as financiers upon the 
rather slender basis of statements that we are not 
paying our way and that unless some great reforms 
are made we shall approach bankruptcy. We are 
inclined to take this alarming tale with a grain of 
salt. Ifit were true we should expect some evidence 
of increased economy—of savings more important 
than a refusal to purchase a new door mat, and more 
gracious than the discontinuance of having guests at 
our annual dinner. For about fifty years the 
R.C.V.S. bas annually invited the Presidents of the 
Colleges of Surgeons and Physicians. Very frequently 
one or both of these dignified officials have attended. 
To discontinue the practice seems a departure from 
hospitality, and it is not a good excuse to retort that 
for all our invitations we have had none in return. 
Our invitations are not given with a view to obtain 
others, and we think many nicer economies might 
have been adopted than the banishing of guests. 

Another question about which some information is 
desirable is the Matriculation Examination. The 
annual report refers to professional examinations, but 
carefully refrains from mentioning the only exam- 
ination about which grave doubts exist. On this 
question the Council as a whole seems to be honest 
but ill-informed. One thing is certain—the Council 
and the profession desire that all students admitted 
shall pass the same standard of examination. The 
Scotch Colleges say that the standard is not the same. 
When the bye-law was passed that made us humble 
imitators of the medical profession the standard was 
level. Since then the General Medical Council has 


raised its minimum requirements with the result that 
the certificates at the very bottom of the list are not | 
now the same in Scotland and in England. There | 
are two ways of maintaining equality — one is to alter | 
the wording of our bye-law so that we follow the | 


changes of the General Medical Council ; the other 
is to fix a standard of our own which shall be the 
same in England, Scotland and Ireland. 

Questions on these two points—Matriculation and 
Finance— might elicit some useful information at the 
Annual General Meeting. 


Tue A.V.D. 1x Sourn Arrica. 


Some very curious paragraphs concerning horses 
and veterinarians at the front get into our daily 
papers. One of our extracts—from The Globe— 
states that the A.V.D. *‘ has hopelessly broken down.” 
This is hardly correct. The department has been 
undermanned, but it has done such good work that 
many correspondents have noticed it with praise. 
That it might have done better if all its men had been 
selected and trained beforehand is true, but that is 
not the fault of thedepartment. We cannot blame 
the A.V.D. for buying unsuitable horses, or for send- 
ing them out on badly fitted ships, or for shipping 
horses with contagious diseases. In a properly 
managed army all these matters might well be left 
to the veterinary department, butin our service there 
are Transport officers and Remount officers who are 
too often entrusted with duties which they do not 
understand. 

The Globe says “there are about ten thousand 
animals with the forces in South Africa and about 
fifty veterinary officers.” As a fact the horses, 
mules, and oxen total up to nearly 200,000, and the 
veterinary officers, departmental, civil and colonial, 
to nearly 200. 

This war has taught many lessons, and we cannot 
expect the War Office to put everything right at 
once. One lesson which is surely driven home, 
which has been recognised by cavalry officers and 
war correspondents, is the absolute necessity of 
trained veterinary. officers to conserve the efficiency 
of an army in the field. No horse can be efficient 
until heis in condition. Young horses removed from 
one climate to another require some months to reach 
‘‘condition ” and if submitted to hard work before 
that stage is reached suffer enormous losses. To 
meet this on an emergency the Government should 
first of all claim every ‘ registered ’’ horso they can 
reach. The younger and greener animals can then 
follow on. 

As with the horses so with the men. The young 
and inexperienced cannot be done without, but the 
older trained men should be available in numbers if 
economy and efficiency be desired. 
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GYMNASTICS EXTRAORDINARY. 


A few weeks ago a fox terrier dog, weighing about 
20lbs., was brought to me suffering from concussion 
of brain, apart from this he was apparently unin- 
jured, the only thing noticeable was the oozing of a 
few drops of blood from sheath ; this was quite local 
and ef no consequence, this state of things was noth- 
ing short of marvellous considering the following de- 
tails, which I have had well authenticated. 

Mr. W. H. Dixon, of 35, Duke’s Avenue, Chiswick, 
an engineer of the Central London Electrical Rail- 
way, with two friends had taken the dog one after- 
noon for a rat hunt in the tunnels of this line, which 
appears to be invaded by rats in great numbers, the 
venue was Notting Hill Gate Station, and in the 
preliminary excitement the dog jumped over a railing 
and fell a distance of 110 feet, ultimately falling on a 
concrete floor, having en route struck one or two 
planks, which were placed across the pit. Hearing 
this, and seeing the dog practically uninjured, I may 
be pardoned for allowing a somewhat incredulous ex- 
pression to become apparent. I did say ‘‘ Well if I 
had read this I should have passed it over with the 
inwardly expressed comment ‘ another Yankee,’ ’’ but 
I had no right to doubt the truth of the statement, 
supported by the owner’s two friends, and asked him 
to be good enough to measure the exact distance and 
let me know the figures, which I now copy from his 
letter. ‘‘ He (the dog) fell 83 feet 11 inches on to a 
scaffold board which was placed across the pit, and 
thence a further drop of 20 feet, the total distance 
being 108 feet, 11 iaches, the bottom being of solid 
concrete. I surmise he must have struck the board 
and rebounded cff same, I conclude this by the sound. 
The dog is perfectly well now, and has shown no 
indication of having had such an experience of this 
nature.” 

No treatment was adopted apart from treating the 
concussion of brain, the patient was simply left 
quiet and fed for a few days on sloppy foods, and 
beyond a little stiffness he showed no soreness, and 
never refused a meal. He was sent home after, I 
think, four days in the infirmary. 

Henry J. R. Popr. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


IRISH CENTRAL 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


A general meeting of this Association was held in the 
Grand Central Hotel, Belfast, on April 20th, 1900. The 
following members were present: Messrs. W. A. Byrne, 
Roscommon, President, in the chair ; J. R. K. Hamilton, 
Lisburn ; J. A. Thompson, Lurgan ; Wm. Watson, Dun- 

annon ; David Stranaghan ; W.S. Lamont, Cookstown; 

ohn George, Magherafelt ; A. M’Connell, Armagh, Jas. 
A. Jordan, Ballyclare; Alex. M. Crighton, J. Thompson, 
Castlewellan ; J. J. Ross, Belfast ; Robt. Kernohan, 
Ballymena; 8S. R. Tufts, Castlewellan ; John M’Lean, 
Belfast ; E. C. Winter, Limerick ; and M. J. Cleary, 
Mullingar. 


Letters of apology for non-attendance were received 
from Messrs. Doris, Cookstown; Heather, John Freeman, 
Dublin ; and F. C. Mason, Blackrock. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
W. A. Byrne, Roscommon 


My first duty is to express my sincere thanks to the 
members of this Association for the great honour they 
have conferred in electing me to the highest position they 
have in their power to bestow. Asa comparative junior 
in the profession, and as one of the rank and file of 
country practitioners I am fully conscious of how small 
my claim is to any position of honour. Remembering how- 
ever that on a certain occasion “ The devil did grin, for 
his darling sin is the pride that apes humility.” I will 
not unduly emphasise my own insignificance, but take my 
election as a graceful recognition of the small but earnest 
part I have taken in endeavouring to make this Associa- 
tion the influential and successful organisation which it 
has now become—filling a long felt want, useful, helpful, 
and beneficial to the profession in Ireland. 

What was the condition of the veterinary profession 
in Ireland even three short years ago? The most experi- 
enced, accomplished and successful amongst us will have 
some grim memories of early years. We can all enter 
into the feelings of the newly-qualified man settling down 
in a strange neighbourhood, confronted frequently with 
difficult cases, with no wide helpful veterinary literature 
available, and thrown again and again on his own slender 
resources to make the best of complications and phases 
of disease which no previous experience or College 1n- 
struction helped him with. Cast-iron officialdom with 
its red-tape ; local authorities saving the rates ; agricul- 
tural societies and shows; mean, dishonest, and liti- 
gious employers ; disease never fixed and stereotyped, 
but protean and always new; am I not justified in say- 
ing that a veterinary surgeon in this country was an 
Ishmaelite inthe land, his hand against every man, and 
every man’s hand against him, and, worst of all, every 
other veterinary surgeon’s hand against him also. We 
have, since this Association was initiated, owed a good 
way, I submit, to change all that. We have been enabled 
to safeguard threatened interests, to protect ourselves 
from aggression and injustice ; and most important of 
it has afforded us opportunities of getting to know one 
another, and so establishing and promoting that spirit of 
good feeling and good fellowship so important and 
desirable in every profession. For all this our grateful 
thanks are due to Messrs. David Fulton and M. J. Cleary 
of Mullingar, who founded this Association, and who 
have worked constantly and hard to make it successful 
and prosperous. They can also be credited with the 
restoration to sturdy and useful life of the older Trish 
Veterinary Medical Society. For many years it hiber- 
nated on the banks of the Liffey, like Goldsmith’s 
traveller on the banks of the Po, “unfriended, melan- 
choly, slow,” but is now fully awake, alert, vigoro 
prosperous, and most useful. Bearing on the question 0 
professional organisations perhaps 1 may quote 
recent address of a great Ulsterman, the Lord Chie 
Justice of England, Lord Russell of Killowen. In ad- 
dressing the United Law Society he stated that _ 
were three distinct advantages to be derived from suc 
societies, “ One was the feeling of good fellowship that 
they created amongst the members. A number of 8 
aspiring to get on in life met together for mutual im 
provement, and by this means rough edges were rub! 
off, peculiarities and eccentricities were toned on & 
standard of manners and morals was created whic 2 
the whole would be found to raise the level of <r. 
and opinion amongst those who composed the mem A 
ship of such a Society. The next point was that kit 
societies encouraged the habits of reading and thinking. 
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If they had a definite topic proposed for speech or essay 
and if they applied themselves with purpose to endeavour- 
ing to master it, and to say something that was correct 
and comprehensive about it, they acquired an accuracy 
and definiteness of opinion upon that particular topic 
which would be most useful ; therefore the habits of 
thinking and reading were cultivated and strengthened. 
His other point was the acquirement of the habit of 
ready speech.” This statement by Lord Russell will 
commend itself to everyone of us. Perhaps I may say 
in addition that such Associations as ours are of the 
greatest possible service in cultivating an ease of ex- 
pression both in writing and speaking. In a profession 
so regrettably poor in clinical records as ours 1s, it is a 
constant subject of regret that vast stores of priceless 
knowledge, invaluable records of long experience and 
interesting cases are lust, because men are unwilling to 
record them in our journals, or make them the subject 
of communications to our Associations. May I then 
appeal to the members of the profession now present and 
all over the country who have not yet joined our Associa- 
tion todo so without delay. Vis Unita Fortior is our 
professional motto, and we should endeavour to act up 
toit. It is more urgently necessary that we should do 
so now than ever before in the history of our profession 
in this country. 

Our Secretary in the invitation to this meeting men- 
tioned that I would allude in my address to the project 
for establishing an Irish Veterinary College. This is a 
most important subject to every one of us, and it may 
be well to lay before you a statement of what has 
been done, and the stage to which the scheme has 
reached. 

The absence of an Irish Veterinary College formed for 
years one of the long list of injustices to Ireland which 
were perenially flaunted before the Government. It 
was stated that instead of young Irishmen having to go 
to London, Glasgow, or Edinburgh to acquire the neces- 
sary veterinary instruction, and incidentally to polish 
their accent, mend their morals, and improve their form 
at billiards, they should have an opportunity of attend- 
ing a college. in Dublin. It was plaintively stated that 
as we were capable of supplying commanders-in-chief, 
field-marshalls, lord chief justices and agricultural 
labourers to England we should be able to run a little 
college of our own. Five yearsago the Government was 
in an unusually tight place about Ireland, and it looked 
about for some convenient grievance which could be 
remedied with the least possible amount of harm and 
the least possible amount of good ; and as a result it 
granted a Charter for a new Irish College, making a 
grant of £15,000 to help to start it. 

The members of the profession in Ireland were first 
made officially aware of the existence cf this Charter by 
aletter from the chairman of the Board of Governors of 
the new college to the Irish Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion last October. In that letter we were informed that 
the Governors purposed drawing up a scheme for the 
working of the College, and wished to learn if we had 
any suggestions to make. I then saw the Charter for 
the first time. It commences by enumerating three 
reasons why a college should be founded in Ireland. 
The three reasons are: (1) That as Ireland is a purely 
agricultural country an impetus should be given to the 
study of the diseases affecting domesticated animals by 
the establishment of a centre for the investigation of 
such diseases. 2. That as medical students seeking a 
diploma in State medicine have to go to England or else- | 
where for instruction in the diseases of animals com- | 
municable to man, therefore the establishment of a 


veterinary college would be likely to lead to researches | 
being made into the origin and spread of epidemics 
amongst animals. (3). That the College would enable 
any person who wished to do so to acquire a smattering 


of veterinary knowledge, and so largely add to the 
already large number of pernicious quacks in the coun- 
try. These are the only reasons given for the establish- 
ment of a veterinary college in Ireland, and they are 
soberly set forth inthe Charter. Comment is unneces- 
sary. The Charter further on names the Governors of 
the College. They number thirty-two, of whom twelve 
are nominated by the Crown, twelve by the Royal 
Dublin Society, four by the Board of Natural Education, 
and four by the subscribers. There happen to be four 
veterinary surgeons on the Board, but there is no pro- 
vision for the direct representation of the profession. 
It is unnecessary for me to enter in detail into the pro- 
ceedings of the many meetings that have been held since 
October with reference to this matter. We waited on 
the Governors in search of information, and got none. A 
deputation from this Association waited on Mr. Plunkett, 
the vice-president of the new Board of Agriculture, and 
pointed out the objectionable features in the Charter, 
and the inadequate representation of the profession on 
the Board of Governors—he promised to give the matter 


_ his favourable attention. We formed a joint committee 


from the two Irish societies, and drew up a series of 
resolutions which we forwarded to the Governors. And 
finally at a meeting held in Dublin last night we saw a 
copy of the scheme which has been provisionally adopted 
for the government of this new college. It appears from 
it that the crush of aspiring veterinary students is so. 
tremendous that—to use an Irish bull—the College is to 
open in October, although it does not exist yet. There 
is no local habitation for the new institution, and 
the students are to go on how they can, as best they may, 
until suitable buildings are built. There are to be eight 
teachers, and a principal ; and the professors of veteri- 
nary medicine and of veterinary surgery are to receive 
asalary of £150 a year each. The evil system of “sub- 
scribers,” so notorious in connection with the London 
College, forms an important part of the College scheme. 
For a payment of two guineas a year a subscriber is to 
have an amount of work done for him that practically 
destroys all private practice in a small poor city like 
Dublin. 

I confess that at this moment I am not convinced that 
in the interest of agriculturists, stockowners, veterinary 
students, or veterinary surgeons an Irish College is re- 

uired. But if we are to have a College it is apparent 
that it cannot be self-supporting. It must be State- 
aided, and in such an institution supported by the State 
we should insist on having adequate representation on 
the Board of Governors ; we should insist that it should 
be able to educate students in a sufficient and satisfactory 
way, and pay more than tradesman’s wages to its pro- 
fessional staff ; but it should not be uved for the indis- 
criminate manufacture of quacks, and above all and be- 
fore all that it should not destroy with one hand and 
create with the other—that this intolerable “sub- 
scribers” system should not be introduced into Dublin— 
that veterinary surgeons should not be robbed and ruined 
in order to assist in supporting a College for the education 
of new members of the profession. 

Before I conclude may I remind those present that the 
National Veterinary Association pays its first visit to 
Ireland next August, that it is our duty both as sensi- 
ble business men and as hospitable Irishmen to make 
this visit a great success, and that every member of the 
profession in Ireland should promptly join the Associa- 
tion and arrange to attend the meeting in Dublin in the 
third week of August. 


| 
the 

ney 

hey 

ior 

of 

nall 

ow- 

for 

will 
le my 

nest 
ocia- 
ch it 
pful, 
ssion 
peri- 
have 
anter 
lown 
with 
ature 
1ases 
In- 
with 
‘icul- 
liti- 
yped, 
| say- 
is an 
and 
avery 

bled 
elves 
of all 
y one 
rit of 

and 
teful 
leary 

who 
ssful 
h the 
Irish 
iber- 
nith’s 
elan- 
ro 
mm a 
Chief 
there 
such 

that 
men 
bbed 
n; @ 
sh on 
yught 
nber- 
such | 
king. 


696 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fune 2, 1900 


NOTES ON A FEW SURGICAL CASES. 
By E. C. Winter, F.R.C.V.S. 


VENTRAL HERNIA. 


Subject.—A well-bred mare, four years old, unbroken, 
and very vicious. 

History.—A_ hernia about the size of a bowler hat 
existed in the left lower flank, and was said to have been 
the result of an accident when the mare was six months 
old. It had been twice treated with the ordinary clamp 
without any good effect, and the skin and subcutaneous 
tissues had been considerably thickened thereby. 

Treatment.--The owner wished to try the effect of 
clamping again, although I advised «a radial operation to 
be performed in September when the weather got cool, 
it being then July and very warm. Although I did not 
advise but rather deprecated the former treatment I had 
to try it. The greatest difficulty was experienced in 
getting the mare secured for operation. She broke away 
from the grooms in charge and jumped a gate, having 
eircom 4 knocked two men out of time with well aimed 

lows from her fore feet, which she used without any 
— for the Marquis of Queensberry’s or any other 
rules. The patient was at last secured and cast in a 
loose box, fortunately without further casualties. The 
bowel seemed to go back all right, but the skin was very 
thick and the clamp was with difficulty secured and fas- 
tened in the usual manner. The abdominal opening 
was as large as the swelling, and the clamp—20 inches 
long— was not a bit too large. 

The clamp and enclosed skin fell off in twelve days 
and the wound healed well, but the rupture was as bad 


as ever. 


The mare came in to my infirmary in September with 
cases 2 and 3, and had a brisk dose of physic on arrival 
from the station, she having had nothing but bran for 24 
hours previously. I may add that she was boxed and 
arrived without a halter and seemed to be monarch of 
all she surveyed. For two days she got only a little milk 
and gruel, and the night before the operation she had 
neither food or bedding, as she showed a marked inclina- 
tion to eat the latter. 

The patient was caught by a crook, inserted in the 
halter we had put on, and led out to a nice piece of 
grass, where she indulged freely in a gymnastic perform- 
ance, her legs were lassoed as she kicked and she was 
pulled down and secured pro tem. anyhow. There was 
a considerable loss of skin and hair on her hind legs be- 
fore this result was attained, and the necessary handling 
was not very gentle. The chloroform muzzle was then 
put on and she was soon quiet enough. Owing mainly 
to her own struggling she went off in two and a half 
minutes, under two and a half ounces of chloroform, and 
subsequently got an ounce and a half more before the 
expiration of the two hours the operation occupied. 

When under the influence of the anwsthetic the patient 
was rolled over, she having come down on the near side, 
and the whole side and flank clipped and well washed 
with soap and water, followed by a two per cent. solu- 
tion of izal. A longitudinal incision was made in the 
skin, following the direction of the long axis of the ab- 
dominal opening, 7.c., downwards and backwards at the 
angle of about 45 from the horizontal, and this disclosed 
the fact that the bowel was adherent to the abdominal 
wall for about eighteen inches of its length, as well as at 
its afferent and efferent ends. The coats of the intestine 
were thick and indurated, and it was decided to remove 
that portion of the alimentary track altogether. A spray 
was kept playing on the exposed parts all the time, and 
on separating the bowel from the skin and abdominal wall 
it’protruded pretty freely and was carefully laid on the 
flank, the indurated portion was then excised, about 20 


inches being taken away, and the distal extremity bein 
invaginated the proximal end was inserted and secu 
with half a dozen carbolised catgut sutures. The bowel 
was then returned to the abdominal cavity and the in- 
durated ring on the edge of the abdominal wall cut 


| away, the edges of the latter were drawn together by 13 


sutures of Hewlett’s iodoform and eucalyptus tape, about 
two inches of a loose end being left on each suture to 
facilitate removal afterwards. The fibrous tissue be- 
neath the skin, about an inch thick, was then dissected 
out and a large pad of antiseptic tow was inserted be- 
tween the skin and abdominal wall. The edges of the 
skin were drawn together by ten sutures of the same 
material, which were in turn supported by three long 
sutures, about three inches on either side uf the wound, 
and under these was placed a dressing of tow soaked in 
the antiseptic solution. 

All restraint was then removed, and in about fifteen 
minutes the patient was on her feet and walked quietly 
into her box. To prevent her eating the bedding or ly- 
ing down the box floor was left bare, it having been 
soaked in antiseptic fluid while the operation was going 
on. The mare was not touched for fifteen days, and the 
only food she got for five of those was a little milk and 
thin gruel, solid food was gradually given till she was on 
full rations by the fifteenth day. Knowing the temper 
this lady possessed, and showing as she did to my sur- 
prise no signs of enteritis or peritonitis, I decided that 
= was the better part of valour” and let her 
alone. 

On the fifteenth day she was again cast, in her box 
this time, and chloroformed, and it was found that the 
skin had completely united, except at two points which 
permitted the insertion of one finger. Avoiding the old 
wound a crucial incision, about six inches long, allowed 
the removal of the pledget of tow, and asthe sutures in 
the internal wound appeared to be completely covered 
by granulations they were allowed to remain én situ. No 
more sutures were inserted, and the wound was douched 
with antiseptic solution and never touched again. The 
patient went home in a wagon a week afterwards, and at 
the end of a month the owner called and asked for his 
account, which, I am happy to say, was arranged on the 
“double or quits” system. I was speaking to my client 
a month ago and he states there is no trace of the rup- 
ture and very little of the operation, 

The remarkable features of this case to my mind are: 
Ist, the absence of peritonitis or enteritis ; 2nd, the rapid 
adhesion of the edges of both wounds; and 3rd, the 
absence of suppuration, as evidenced by the sweet and 
clean appearance of the tow after being fifteen days in the 
wound. It also points out the value of antiseptics, and, 
in otherwise hopeless cases, of heroic surgery. 


OstTEO-SARCOMA OF INFERIOR MAXILLA. 


No. 2. Subject—A brown thoroughbred mare, aged, 
and in foal, with a tumour the size of a cocoa-nut on the 
angle of the lower jaw and tumefaction of the glands, 
both parotid and submaxillary, the former at the near 
side where the ‘tumour was, the latter all through. This 
mare was purchased at Newmarket the previous autumn 
and the swelling was then about the size of an orange. 
On being consulted I recommended extirpation, but the 
owner demurred, and tried blistering twice, and then 


asked me to putin a seton. From the date of insertivn 


of the latter the mare got rapidly low in condition, and 
a fistula formed which discharged a very foul smelling 
glairy pus, and the tumour rapidly increased in size. 
Treatment.—The patient was put on a course of 
tonics and fed liberally, and was admitted to hospital in 
September, 1899. After being fed on slops for a couple 
of days she was cast on a well banked up bed an 
chloroformed. The tumour and surrounding parts were 
clipped, washed, and rendered antiseptic. A strip of skin 
about two inches wide was then taken away along the 
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angle of the jaw, tapering to a point at the root of the 
ear and under lip. This strip included the orifices of the 
fistula, and nothing but sound skin remained, the latter 
was reflected above and below, and the muscles etc. cut 
through ina line parallel with the zygomatic ridge, the 
saw was then brought into requisition and the bone 
sawn through bodily, the piece taken away would nor- 
mally have been about five inches by two, but in this 
case was much larger. The parotid gland and all affected 
connective tissue was then removed completely, and the 
artery of the gland Jigatured. This artery, by this way, 
was the only one ligatured in the whole operation. All 
the glands and subcutaneous tissues between the jaw 
bones down to the lip being affected they were also re- 
moved, one or two arteries were twisted with an artery 
forceps, and a plug of tow as thick as a man’s wrist, and 
about ten or twelve inches long, was secured in position 
by suturing the skin over it with ten sutures of iodoform 
tape, the wound being freely irrigated with antiseptics 
and the tow being carbolised. In ten minutes the 
a. was on her legs, and the hemorrhage practically 
stopped. 

The whole operation took an hour and a half, two and 
a half ounces of chloroform were used, and the mare took 
five minutes to go under its influence. 

On the third day the tow was extracted by removing 
the two lower sutures, and the wound was washed out, 
on the seventh day all the sutures were removed ; the 
mare made a rapid and complete recovery, and never 
missed a feed. see by the stud news that she has 
dropped a filly-foal to “ Cherrystone” last month, and 
when I saw her there was no trace of the operation visi- 
ble, except an odd look about the jaw. The tumour 
shows no sign of recurring. 

I did not have the growth microscopically examined, 
but believe it to have been of a sarcomatous nature, and 
the piece of bone removed I hand round for inspection. 
The necessary scraping and boiling have reduced the 
size of the specimen but all the tissue removed weighed 
four pounds. 


No. 3.—Umpinicat Hernia. 


Subject.—A well-bred two-year-old colt in very poor 
condition, and very big. 

History.—A small hernia had existed since the colt 

was foaled. The rupture had been clamped by a brother 
practitioner the previous year without success. The 
owner asked me to castrate him and operate on the 
hernia at the same time, but I considered the latter 
operation. would be quite enough to perform at 
once. 
Treatment.—This colt arrived with Nos. 1 and 2, but 
after we had disposed of them on the same morning 
both my assistant, Mr. O’Leary, and myself, with the 
full concurrence of our unskilled labourers, decided to 
leave him for next day, as we had had enough work done 
on that occasion, and asepsis after No. 2 would have 
been difficult. 

The patient, having been properly prepared, was cast 
and chloroformed, laid on his back with his legs extend- 
ed, and the skin etc. treated as in the other cases, the 
latter was found attached to the loop of bowel, and was 
incised along the median line and the bowel carefully 
detached, under an antiseptic spray, and returned to the 
abdomen. The ring on the edge vf the abdominal 
opening was scraped to get a fresh surface and incised 
for a quarter of an inch at botb ends of its long axis. 
Three tape sutures were inserted and the lips of the upen- 
ing drawn together, a small pad of carbolised tow was 
inserted and the skin securely sutured outside it. 

_ Result.—Colic all night and peritonitis in the morn- 
ing, with rupture of the internal sutures and strangula- 
tion of the bowel in the sac. The colt was cast at day- 
break and the bowel restored to its normal position, the 
sutures replaced, but put in deeper and one extra used. 


This treatment seemed to be effective as far as the hernia 
was concerned, but the colt nearly died from septic peri- 
tonitis, and went home in six weeks a perfect skeleton. 
The hernia is now three times as big as ever and the colt 
in again for operation. I may add he is a cryptorchid, 
and I shall probably tell you more about him later on, 
as I intend having another go at him before our 
meeting. 

The owner of this colt also owned the only colt I lost 
from castration in two seasons, and has been a most un- 
lucky client to me, so I had the latter colt insured for 
30 pounds at my own risk. I think a good deal of the 
trouble in this case arose from constitutional weakness 
and want of condition. 

Several cases of hernia treated in the same manner 
have done well, but one treated last year by clamping 
died of tetanus produced probably by the filthy condi- 
tion in which I found the horse on going to see him a 
week after the operation. The principal trouble in 
treating umbilical hernia in colts is, I find, contamination 
of the surgical wound by the urine, and the too near ap- 
proach of the tumour to the sheath where the skin is 
also thin and elastic. 

Easter Monday. No. 3 was again prepared for opera- 
tion by physic, the swelling clipped, shaved, and washed 
thoroughly, the colt cast and the hind part elevated by 
banking up with straw and securiog the hind legs to some 
beams overhead. The primary incision revealed a great 
thickening of the abdominal wall, but the bowel was 
not attached tothe sac. The bleeding having been stop- 
ped by catching up and twisting the vessels and carefully 
sponging, the abdominal wall was incised, and finally the 
peritoneum. ‘The bowels and _ peritoneum showed 
marked signs of chronic peritonitis, and the former were 
ulcerated as in typhoid. Although this condition gave 
an almost hopeless aspect to the case the operation was 
concluded by removal of the sac and cartilaginous ring, 
all under a spray of hyd. perchlor. solution. I have here 
the sac as it was removed. The resulting wound was 
sutured carefully, and the loose portion being removed 
the skin was also sutured. The actual operation took 
two and a quarter hours, including the time taken ex- 
ploring the abdominal cavity for the missing testicle 
which could not be found, and the horse took a very 
large quantity of chloroform. After the operation the 
patient was kept under the influence of narcotics till he 
died at 4 a.m. on the Wednesday. Post-mortem exam- 
ination revealed a large amount of tumefaction of long 
standing in the mesenteric glands, and chronic peritonitis 
of a diffuse nature. The hidden testicle was in the canal 
but was like that of a newly-born foal, and could not be 
felt previously. 


No. 4— OPERATIONS ON CRYPTORCHIDS. 


(a) A bay two-year-old in which the left testicle could 
not be found by external exploration, or per rectum. 
This case occurred in the practice of my friend, Mr. J. 
F. Hayes, of Nenagh, whom [| assisted at the operation 
some four years ago. 

Treatment. Slopsand physic. Cast and chloroformed 
patient, the most minute search could discover no trace 
of testicle or cord on the near side although the whole 
abdominal cavity was explored through the inguinal 
canal. The right testicle was removed, and the wound 
at the left side well plugged and sutured and freely 
asepticised. 

Result. Colt found dead next morning apparently from 
shock. Mr. Hayes madea post-mortem examination and 
found the missing organ embedded between the psoas 
muscles. 

(b) A five-year-old rig in gross condition and very proud 
and troublesome. 

Treatment. Usual manual exploration discovered no 
trace of the testicle, but on opening into the inguinal 
canal and exploring the abdominal cavity I chanced to 
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press my left hand just midway between the hock and | into light work with an ordinary old shoe on. The te 
stifle on the right leg and felt something fluctuate | operation was performed on the 11th of March last, and 1¢ 
under it. This turned out to be the missing testicle | the patient is now working and walking sound, but of 
which was only the size of a pigeon’s egg and had | when at rest he stands with his heel off the ground, [ au 
: escaped previous notice. The skin was cut through and | contemplate casting and chloroforming him and forcibly sy 
A) the errant organ easily removed and the operation a com- | extending the foot again to break down any adhesions wa 
i) plete success. With the exception of a boy exhibited to | that may have formed, and believe I will have a useful th 
i medical students in the Edinburgh Infirmary I have | farm horse. The foot was worn almost to the sensitive th 
Bill never seen a testicle in a similar position in any | laminz in front but is now grown half way down, the es) 
4): animal. coronet having been blistered three times to stimulate be 
aa) (c) A three-year-old colt evidently of amorous ten- | this growth. : i ery 
TO dencies was shewn to me by his owner at Spancil Hill | (4) A thorough-bred two-year-old filly knuckling over lo 
a Fair two years ago, the latter stating that he had himself | badly on both fore legs. Both tendons on both legs were sw 
tLe removed one testicle from the horse two years before. | cut and the filly turned into a loose box. The action in by 
iti! Exploration in the standing position there and then | this case was never recovered, although when standin loc 
5 he revealed two testicles in the inguinal canals. The | still the filly seemed all right, and now at the end o ho 
ay. | owner, who was a handy-man and country gelder him- | four years she is a useful brood mare, she trots exactly vor 
Ri!) self, seemed to doubt the diagnosis, and sent his son | like a horse with laminitis, but the feet seem normal in act 
ea with the colt to my infirmary to be castrated. I had the | position, shape, and temperature. lim 
oi) ny of sending him back with two fully developed | (c) A race mare, four years old, pulled up very lame ma 
Ba) ealthy testicles in his pocket for the handy-man’s in- | after jumping a brush fence, in fact she almost came on the 
piel spection. In this case I am convinced the owner re | to her head. It was found that both flexor tendons on abc 
eae moved only a lymphatic gland which often closely | the off fore leg were cut clean through, probably by a les: 
hi) resembles the testicle in cryptorchids, but should not | stake in the fence when the leg was extended in low 
4 be mistaken for it by a practitioner who knows his | jumping. der 
aa) business. Treatment. The ends of the tendons were brought to- 1 
Boh (d) A pony stallion, ten years old, the property of a | gether and secured in each case by a single gut suture stal 
are! road contractor who used him carting stones, and un- | from side to side. The external wound was sutured cou 
Bit harnessed him occasionally to serve a donkey at a five- | also, and the whole tied up with boracic lint on which a sect 
Bie | shilling fee. The left testicle was in position in the | little iodoform was sprinkled. For a few days there was abl 
i | scrotum but was of abnormal size, the right could not be | intense pain and swelling which, however, soon’ disap- fac 
4 hem found. peared and the mare made a good recovery. I was fac 
a On opening into the inguinal canal at the right side | anxious to try her racing again but the owner put her trat 
Bho I found the testicle high up, near the psoas muscles, and | to the stud. . sper 
Bhi removed it with theecraseur. The cord did not permit | In putting those few simple records before your meet- as | 
| 1b the withdrawal of the organ in the usual way, as it was | ing, Mr. Chairman, I must crave your indulgence for zi 
Bi only a few inches long, and the testicle was only about | the very crude form in which ~v are presented to 8a 
ey the size of a walnut, so that I never saw it till the cord | such an enlightened audience, and | can only hope that soné 
Fy d was severed by the instrument, when it came off in my | the resulting discussion will be productive of more in C 
ae left hand and was removed. This pouy did well, and | scientific and instructive remarks than I have time or hav 
if) went home in a week relieved of his amorous propensi- | ability to make. I thank you all, gentlemen, for the - grea 
a ties. The inguinal canal was plugged and the scrotum | patient hearing you have given to this paper, and will colu 
\ a sutured, the plug and sutures being removed on the | thank you still more if you will start a brisk discussion drea 
oy second day. The left testicle was removed after the | on the somewhat varied subjects I have touched on. Rile 
other had been found and was the size of a cocoanut. affor 
and operation een attempted the previous year 
4 by another practitioner. The usual measures were EXTRACTS AND NOTES. then 
J adopted to prepare for operation. Examination of the ee Ae i 
iscover any trace of either gland, or of the cords, : = 
although the examination was exhaustive and both my | TATED BY THE BITES OF SIMULIUM (SAND medi 
“7 was FLY) IN A HAMPSHIRE WOOD. and | 
get up after the wound ha en dressed and plugged. . 
The sutures were removed and the plugs taken out in By JaMEs CAneLen, MB. FRCS, 3 
two days and the horse made a rapid recovery, but is | Surgeon to the Seamen’s Hospital Society, Victoria and 
still a source of trouble to his owner. Query, where in Albert Dock Hospital. 
this case are the troublesome organs situated ? 
No. 5.—T R T On Saturday, April 14th, 1900, whilst some 200 men 
NO. 9.--LENOTOMY AND LUPTURED LENDONS. of the London Scottish Volunteers were engaged in 
(a). An aged cart gelding which had been walking on | manceuvres in woods about six miles to the westward 
the coronet and front of his off hind foot for over two | of Winchester, about one-third of the force engaged were 
years, was finally purchased for slaughter at the kennels, | severely bitten by “flies.” The insects attacked the 
and repurchased by me for a sovereign for experiment. | bare knees of the men. Little or no sensation was 
The leg was clipped, washed, and asepticised, an incision | caused, either when they alighted on the skin or whilst 
made in the skin midway between the hock and fetlock | they bit ; but on being brushed off a small red spot was 
outside, a tenotome inserted in front of the flexor tendons | observable, around which speedily developed a circum- 
rt leaving the nerve and vessels in front of the knife; on | scribed ecchymosis. In many instances only one or two 
a turning the edge of the knife to the tendons and forcibly | bites occurred, but in the majority there were from 12 to 
44 extending the foot they were both easily cut through. | 30 bites on each knee. 
14 The wound was treated in the usual way and the horse| On the evening of April 14th—that is, about four hours 
+, walked out every day for a week on the grass. The toe | after being bitten—one of the men of the corps felt cold 
of at this stage was well turned up and a long toed shoe | and shivery and then got very hot, and noticed that the 
\ projecting four inches in front nailed on. The horse’s | skin of the knees was becoming puffy and painful. Be- 
ti head was tied up for a fortnight, and he was then put! ing a medical student he happened to have a thermome- 
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ter with him, and on taking his temperature he found it 
102°5° F.. This was but the forerunner of several dozens 
of cases, for within twenty-four hours a considerable 
number of those bitten presented the following signs and 
symptoms :—Fever from 100 to 102°5° F. ; shivering, and 
waves of heat and sweating; pain and stiffness round 
the knees ; and w@dema extending from half-way down 
the thighs to the ankles. The cedema was excessive, 
pany over the legs below the garter, and therefore 
below the exposed and bitten surface. In several, 
erythema extended from the middle of the thighs to be- 
low the knee, and in a few the groin glands were 
swollen and tender. Even in those Be had been bitten 
by one or two insects only the feeling of feverishness and 
local pain and cedema were distinct. In most instances 
hot boracic fomentations allayed the erythema and 
soothed the pain, and as a rule in thirty-six hours the 
acute symptoms disappeared ; but in a few cases the 
limbs were so injured that a week passed without the 
man being able to get about as usual. The horses with 
the troops also suffered severely, especially along the 
abdomen and about the genitals. They were very rest- 
less during the afternoon of aes 14th, and on the fol- 
lowing day the parts were swollen considerably and ten- 
der to the touch. 

The people about Winchester and the ostlers in the 
stables were totally unacquainted with this pest and 
could give no explanation of the circumstance. The in- 
sect was somewhat smaller than a house fly, presenting 
a blackish head, thorax, and abdomen on the upper sur- 
face, but striped black and white along the under sur- 
face of the abdomen. The wings appeared white and 
transparent As the condition was so unusual | sent 
specimens to Prof. Nuttall, at Cambridge, and he replies 
as follows : 

“The flies are a species of simulium, vulgarly called 
“sandflies,” and known to be a great pest at times. Per- 
sonally I have suffered intensely from a similar species 
in Canada ; such flies are very widely distributed and 
have been known to actually kill cattle when present in 
great numbers, as is the case in Hungary, where the 
columbaczermiicke occurs. In the United States the 
dreaded ‘southern buffalo gnat’ (simaulium pecuarium 
Riley) occurs, and causes much suffering. Protection is 
afforded against their attacks by means of smoke or tar 
pre arations, which repel the insects through their odour. 

nless you wish the specimens returned I shall keep 

them here.” 
_ [have deemed this attack by insects as sufficiently 
important to be placed permanently on record, and should 
be glad to hear of similar experiences. There were two 
medical men present with the volunteers besides myself, 
and a number of medical students, all of whom can bear 
testimony to this report, several of them unfortunately 
from personal experience. — Zhe British Medical 
Journal. 


UNABSORBABLE SUTURES IN MUSCULAR 
TISSUES 


To the Editors of The Lancet. 


Sirs,—At the present time unabsorbable ligatures and 
sutures, of which silk may be taken as the}type, are freely 
buried in muscular structures, of which the incisions 
made in performing coeliotomy and the radical operation 
for hernia are examples. The advocates of such sutures 
contend that so long as the wound and the sutures are 
sterile the sutures will become encapsuled and give no 
further trouble. As a matter of strict fact an absolutely 
sterile operation is, with our present technique, a rare 
occurrence if judged by bacteriological evidence. On 
the other hand, the working test of the relative pacing 
ofa wound is its power of union by first intention, whic 


bids fair to be the generally accepted standard for some 
time to come. 

Given a wound which contains a buried silk suture 
and which has healed by first intention, why is it that at 
the end of months or even years a small sinus forms 
which persists until the offending silk is extruded or re- 
moved ? Some surgeons contend that the ligature was 
infected at the time of its insertion, others believe that 
infection of the ligature occurs at a later period, 
possibly through the medium of the blood-stream. What- 
ever may be the true explanation, the fact remains that 
these sutures do resurrect from time totime and with a 
greater frequency than many operators are prepared to 
admit. It is well known that in the case of a man pep- 
pered with shot the shot continue to put in an appear- 
once for many years after the wounds of entry have 
firmly healed and often in regions far remote from their 
original position. A very similar performance occurs in 
a man who is peppered with silk. The foreign body, 
silk or shot, lying among tissues which are constantly 
changing in form and in their relations to each other, is 
slowly started by these movements on its travels. It is 
fortunate for the patient that the ligature so often 
makes its way out by the shortest route—-i.c., through 
the scar. 

The use of unabsorbable ligatures appears to be 
based on an exaggerated idea of their capabilities for 
holding parts together almost indefinitely. Three weeks 
at the outside is the time allowed for skin sutures before 
their removal, but these stitches only act as sutures for 
this period in the absence of tension. If there is tension 
the sutures take the matter into their own hands and by 
cutting out very soon become either entirely free or lie 
loose among the tissues ; in either case their further use 
as sutures is practically n7/, although by the time this 
has occurred the skin incision has often united and the 
skin itself formed strong adbesions to the subjacent 
parts. A very similar process occurs with buried sutures, 
so that ina very short time we have acollection of pieces 
of knotted silk either still transfixingtissues which have 
tirmly united or, if they have cut out, lying loose, and in 
either case their further presence is useless, An interest- 
ing point it the frequency with which these sutures first 
begin to give trouble on the patients getting up and 
moving about. It must not be imagined that every 
buried ligature is extruded. A certain number do un- 
doubtedly become embedded in scar-tissue, while others 
drift away, propelled by muscular contraction, until they 
get into a quiet corner where they can rest and become 
enveloped in fibrous material. The fate of the buried 
silk ligature which does not work out has not yet been 
thoroughly settled. Certain it is that the site of buried 
ligatures may be explored at varying intervals after heal- 
ing has taken place and only a few or none of the liga- 
tures found. This has even been argued to prove that 
the unabsorbable ligature has achieved the impossible 
and has become absorbed. The alternative to an un- 
absorbable ligature is one of material capable of being 
absorbed, of which catgut is the type. It is on ligature 
material of this nature, hardened if necessary by various 
reagents to make absorption a matter of weeks, that sur- 
geons will have to rely if they wish to save their patients 
and themselves the trouble and annoyance caused oe 
pearing ligatures. In an infected wound an absorbable 
ligature usually disintegrates and comes away with the 
pus instead of remaining behind and acting asa seton, 
which is the not infrequent behaviour of the silk liga- 
ture. The belief that an unabsorbable body, if sterile, 
will remain indefinitely buried among muscles has been 
responsible for many remarkable performances in the 
past but even these pale before the insertion in the 
abdominal parieties of a wire fence which has lately 
been put forward as a rational method of treatin 


hernia.—I am, sirs, yours faithfully, 
Plymouth. C. Hamitton WHITEForD. 
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THE HEALTH OF HORSES IN SOUTH AFRICA. 


The statistical and general report of the Army Veteri- 
nary Department for the year ended March 31, 1899, 
which has recently been issued as a Blue Book, contains 
an interesting report from Veterinary Lieut.-Colonel I. 
Matthews, AV.D., on the health of horses in South 
Africa. Veterinary-Lieut.-Colonel Matthews arrived in 
South Africa on June 23, 1898, with instructions to 
investigate thoroughly the causes of past mortality 
among horses and to suggest measures that would avoid 
or minimize it in future. For this purpose he visited each 
garrison in South Africa, staying some weeks in each, 
and afterwards periodically revisited them. The predis- 
posing and actual causes of past mortality are enumerated 

y him as follows :— 

“}, Exposure to this tropical climate without stables, 
sometimes without nosebags. 

“9. Watering and working animals in the early morn- 
ing before the sun had dispersed the mist. 

‘3. The great number in all units that broke loose at 
nights and wandered into unhealthy localities. 

“4. The exhausted condition produced by climate in 
January, February, and April in Natal, when all animals 
lose much of their natural energy. 

“5. The use of freshly-cut grass as bedding for stabled 
animals. 

“6. The scarcity of water at Maritzburg, where some- 
times only 23,000 gallons could be obtained instead of 
75,000, and its obvious impurity at Ladysmith. 

“7. The two mounted infantry companies at Maritz- 
burg were nearly dismounted by this disease, one losing 
92 cobs and the other 83, out of a total of 123 each. 

“T think inexperience in stable management, the want 
of second blankets, sometimes of necessary line gear, con- 
tributed to these fatal results. 

“8. Acclimatization was a cause ; nearly all had been 
imported in the previous spring. 

“9. When horse’ sickness became so prevalent and 
fatal in March many would have been saved if they had 
been moved to Nottingham Road or Mooi River, as was 
done this year. 

“10. The unhealthy season and the hardships to which 
the animals were exposed left many that survived in a 
condition unfit for service.” 

Veterinary Lieut.-Colonel Matthews says that the 
widespread existence of glanders in South Africa calls 
for active and co-operative legislation by all the Govern- 
ments of the country ; so far Natal alone has adopted 
really effective measures for its suppression. At present 
it isa constant source of danger to the efficiency of Army 
horses and mules. 

He attributed the cases of horse sickness at Ladysmith 
to the horses’ breaking loose at nights and wandering 
into the unhealthy bend of the Klip river near the camp, 
for when this was avoided the cases ceased to occur. ie 
is noted as speaking well for the management of the 
brigade division, Royal Artillery, that they had nota 
single case in 1897-98 while at Ladysmith, and the 
mounted infantry company, Royal Irish Rifles, had only 
one. 

Veterinary-Lieut.-Colonel Matthews states that he 
feels sure the pene J of screens of blue or red gum 
trees around the stables, or even the camps, would under 
the conditions in Natal, with careful stable manage- 
ment, eradicate the cause of the disease. He draws 
attention to the excellent results obtained in 1897-98 by 
sending the animals to healthy localities. Their general 
health became good, and no cases occurred from the 
specific disease of the country except two, evidently con- 
tracted on the march.— The Times. 


THE TRANSPORT MULE IN SOUTH AFRICA, 


A Correspondent of the Pall Mall Gazette writes— 

Next, if not equal to, the trek ox asa beast of burden 
in South Africa comes the mule, of which there are 
several varieties in use at the front. The largest type of 
mule now employed is the North American breed, of 
which 500 were used in the Zulu war. They are large, deli- 
cate animals, and consume as much, if not more, than 
the average horse, their “fe:d” consisting of 8 lb. of 
mealies, 121b. of oat-hay, and an ounce of salt per day. 
The most serviceable animal, however, is the Colonia} 
breed, which may be obtained in both the Cape Colony 
and Natal. It is acclimatized, and better fitted for the 
country than either the North or South American mule. 
Like the trek-ox, they will live on the veld grass, supple- 
mented by a very small allowance of crushed mealies, 
These hardy little animals, which cost about £23 each, 
can do their twenty-five miles a day, and ten of them 
suffice to haul aload of 2,0001b., even on bad roads. As 
to their harness, it is now clearly established that breast 
harness is the most suitable. During the Zulu war old 
artillery harness was used for the large American mules, 
and proved most unsuitable, causing breast and neck 
sores. 

The South American mule, large numbers of which 
have been imported from the Argentine Republic, is almost 
undistinguishable from its South African brother ; in- 
deed, it is frequently sold for the South African. The 
Argentine mules are hard workers, and there is a brisk 
trade in them between Cape Town, Durban, and Monte 
Video. Both the Colonial and South American mules 
eat less than the horse, requiring only 5lb. of mealies 
and none at all if the grazing be particularly good. It is 
usual for South African transport riders who employ 
mules to have quantities of grass cut for them to feed on 
at night. As to their powers of endurance, no mule 
should be driven for more than two hours at a stretch. 
Mention has been made of mules being requisitioned in 
Italy and Spain, and it is as well to note that during the 
Zulu war those obtained from the above-mentioned 
countries fell off rapidly in condition. During that war 
the mortality among our mules amounted to 9 per cent. 
but 25 per cent. of the North Americans were totally 
unfit for work for a considerable time after they were 
landed at Durban. 


AFRICAN HORSE SICKNESS. 


A meeting of the Pathological Society of London was 
held in the Pathological Laboratory of King’s College on 
* ay 15th, the Right Hon. Lord Lister being in the 
chair. 

Professor McFapYEAN made a communication on the 
Passage of the Virus of African Horse Sickness through 
the Berkefeld and Pasieur-Chamberland filters. He first 
remarked that this disease had made tremendous ravages 
in South Africa. In one single epizootic in 1854-55 1t was 
reported that over 60,000 horses died in the colony, at 4 
loss of £500,000 sterling. The disease was regarded 
locally as a kind of malaria, but Mr. Lambert, of the 
Army Veterinary Department, 20 years ago madea g 
many necropsies on animals dead from the disease, and 
he had regarded it as anthrax in horses. On the other 


hand, in 1887, Mr. Nunn concluded as the result of his 
experiments that it was not anthrax. It could not 

transmitted to rodents or contracted by human beings as 
anthrax could; and he had failed to transmit it from horse 
to horse by inoculation. In 1894 Sander, a German nava 
medical officer, came to the conlusion that it was anthrax. 
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It was to Edington (1892-95), however, that they owed 
all their onda knowledge. He denied that it was 
anthrax, from which disease it differed clinically and 
anatomically. He found an organism which took the 
form of spores and filaments. Professor M’Fadyean’s 
experiments had been made with the blood from an ani- 
mal which died from the disease in South Africa. He 
injected other horses from the blood of the first and so 
obtained a constant supply of infected and virulent blood. 
The animals seemed ill on the seventh or eighth day and 
mostly died on the ninthor tenth. One animal became 
infected by the administration of the virus by the mouth. 
The lesions found were characteristic. He passed varions 
dilutions of the blood of infected animals through both 
the Berkefeld and the Pasteur-Chamberland filters and 
found that the filtrate was capable of producing the 
disease. Animals so treated died on the eighth or tenth 
day. The only organism which could be seen by the 
microscope and which would pass through a filter was 
the bacterium of bovine pleuro-pneumonia, and this re- 
quired a magnification of 2000. These experiments were 
interesting as showing that the infective agency of this 
South African disease could pass these first-class filters 
without loss of virulency. Professor M’Fadyean sugges- 
ted that the reason the attempt to discover the organism 
of a number of diseases failed was perhaps because it 
was not visible with the existing powers of the micros- 
cope.—The Lancet. 


ANTHRAX IN SHROPSHIRE. 


FarMER HEAVILY FINED. 


At the Wellington Police Court on April 23, before Sir 

. B. H. Soame, Bart., Lieut.-Colonel Patchett, and Mr. 
H. Shepard, Charles Henry Tisdale, farmer, of Garmston, 
was charged with failing to report two cases of anthrax 
in cattle on his farm.—Chief Superintendent Edwards 
explained that Mr. Tisdale was a very respectable and in 
a good position. Three bullocks belonging to the defen- 
dant had died from anthrax, and no report of the out- 
break had been given to the police. A portion of the 
first carease was given to two ferrets, who died the next 
morning, and a butcher named Herbert John Collins. 
who slaughtered the second beast, felt a twitching in his 
left arm a few days after. He consulted Dr. Packer of 
Cressage, who stated that the man was suffering from 
blood poisoning. He cut the wound out and cauterised 
the arm A portion of another animal was bought 
and sent to Birmingham and Wolverhampton as human 
food.—Mr. H. W. Hughes of Shrewsbury appeared for 
the defendant.— Evidence was was given as follows :— 

John Atkinson said he was formerly employed by Mr. | 
Tisdale as cowman. From three to half-past on the morn- | 
ingof 9th March the bullocks wereallright. About 6°30 
the same morning he saw one dead, he informed the de- 


The intestines of the animal were buried on the follow- 
ing Wednesday. On March 23rd another bullock was 
taken ill Witness informed Mr. Tisdale of the fact, and 
the animal was brought out.—By Mr. Hughes: There 
were three ferrets fed, and one lived. The dog also lived. 
The third ferret was not fed with the meat. 

John Whitaker, a butcher’s apprentice employed by 
Mr. Beaman, of Garmston, skinned one of the bullocks, 
and found the neck and forequarters discoloured. Mr. 
Tisdale asked him what he considered was the matter 
with it, and witness said he thought the beast was 
“struck.” The spleen was a blackish colour. He helped 
a man named Collins to slaughter the second bullock. 
The spleen was larger than the first one. The animals 
were about the same size. 

Herbert John Collins, butcher, said the first animal he 
slaughtered was not healthy. Witness was very well at 
that time, but a few days after he felt a twitching in the 
left arm, and there was a mark there. He went to Dr. 
Packer, of Cressage, who cut the wound out, and the 
arm was cauterised. The doctor said he was suffering 
from blood poisoning.—By Mr. Hughes: People who 
skin dead carcases do have blood poisoning sometimes. 

Herbert Beaman, butcher, living at Garmston, said he 
was requested to look at the first animal. Witness 
thought the bullock died from over feeding with man- 
golds. The fold was very wet. Mr. Tisdale afterwards 
altered the feeding and the bullocks have improved 
wonderfully. The intestines were buried in the manure 
heap near witness’s pigs. If he had known that the 
animals had died from an infectious disease he would 
not have allowed the entrails to be buried in such a 

lace. After the second death witness told Mr. Tisdale 
e thought the bullock died from the same cause as the 
first one. 

Harry Bostock, butcher and dealer, living at Bratton, 
said he bought a slaughtered bullock from Mr. Tisdale. 
He sent itaway—part to Wolverhampton and part to 
Birmingham—for human food. He also bought a second 
bullock after it was slaughtered. He took away the 
carcase, hide, fat, and belly.—In reply to Mr. Hughes 
witness said he usually bought the carcase of animals 
for boiling for pigs, and also for selling to go to Bir- 
mingham. 

James Martin, M.R.C.V.S., and veterinary inspector 
for the county of Salop, said he examined the whole of 
the stock on the farm at Garmston. He had a conversa- 
tion with Mr. Tisdale as to the bullocks, and from the 
information he received he gave a certificate that it was 
a suspicious case of anthrax. On a later date the intes- 
tines were exhumed. The spleen of one of the animals 
was 54lb. weight, and as the result of further examina- 
tion he found that the animals had died from anthrax. 
There was no doubt about it in his opinion —By Mr. 
Hughes: The sudden death of the two ferrets was 
certainly a suspicious circumstance. Numbers of fowls 
which ate parts of the flesh lying about the yard would 

robably not have anthrax. Mr. Tisdale always served 
is stock wonderfully well. Morasses and wet places 


fendant about it. Mr. Tisdale ordered that the animal 
should be drawn from the fold into the stackyard, and 
asked another servant to request Mr. Beaman, butcher, 
todress the bullock. The beast was dressed in the stack- 
yard, and witness cut about 2 lb. off the rump by order 
of Mr. Tisdale, who gave part of it to the ferrets, which 
were perfectly healthy. The next morning the defendant 
found the ferretsdead. The dog took a piece of the meat 
but witness thought the animal would bite him if he 
attempted to take the meat from him. Witness boiled 
the carcase for the pigs, and the entrails were bnried in 
the sand hole. On March 18th witness was called up by 
Mr. Tisdale between twelve and half-past. He told 
Witness that a bullock was dying. The beast was 


slaughtered under the shed, drawn into the cowhouse, 
and skinned by two butchers employed by Mr. Beaman. 


would develop the germs of anthrax, and the fold in 
question was a typical place for an outbreak of anthrax. 
Animals overfed might “strike.” The fold yard was 
very wet. 

Sergeant Wildsmith said he was present when Mr. 
Litt, veterinary surgeon, arrived at Garmston from 
Shrewsbury. He merely looked at the intestines, and 
said they had gone too far for examination. 

Chief-Superintendent Edwards deposed that he went 
to Garmston with Sergeant Wildsmith and Mr. Martin, 
veterinary surgeon, and saw defendant who told him 
that three bullocks had died on the farm. One, he said, 
was skinned and boiled for the pigs. He sold the hide 
to a travelling man who called at the house, and he did 
not know his name. Defendant said he sold the second 
and third slaughtered beasts to Bostock, and had not 
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reported the illness of the animals to the police. He 
said he thought they died from over-feeding. 

For the defence, Mr. Hughes said Mr. Tisdale would 
not take the slightest risk if he knew that any of: his 
animals were suffering from such a virulent disease as 
anthrax. He gave the cattle as much as 144lb. of man- 
Se each day, and was under the impression that they 

ied from overfeeding. 

The defendant (Tisdale) said he had been a farmer for 
22 ec He kept good stock, and always fed them 
well. When the first animal died he did not suspect 
there was anything wrong with the others. The fowls 
were picking at the carcase, and there was no bad result 
from it. He also gave the ferrets some of the flesh 
meat—enough to last them for three days. The dog 
took a large piece of the carcase and ate it. Two ferrets 
died, and the dog was not ill. Since he had reduced the 
feed of the animals they had done well.—By the Chief- 
Superintendent : He tried to take the meat off the dog, 
because it would have caused a disagreeable smell, and 
the dog slept in his bedroom. He was not afraid that 
the meat would “polish the dog off” as well as the 
ferrets. He had been farming he over 20 y2ars, and 
thought he knew how to feed his cattle. Two 
years ago a couple of his fat beasts died, but he did not 
report that to the police. He had heard that other 
cattle had died in the neighbourhood, and he attributed 
it to the weather. 

Ann Tisdale, wife of the defendant, said the fowls 
fed on the carcase of the first beast because it did them 

ood, and she allowed them to have it. She continually 

etched the dog from the carcase. He was an old 
favourite, and slept in the bedroom. 

John Everall, Cressage, defendant's brother-in-law, 
said he told the defendant he was giving the animals too 
many mangolds. He farmed extensively, and during the 
last few weeks several of his animals had died, but he had 
not reported the matter to the police. He had learned 
that morning that he ought to have done so. 

Sir Charles Soame) said the magistrates considered 
there were very baél features in the case. It had been 
admitted that the carcase of one of the animals had been 
sent to Wolverhampton and Birmingham as human 
food. The defendant would be fined £10 in each case, 
and pay the whole of the costs of the prosecution, in 
default two months’ imprisonment. Farmers must 
understand that they were bound to report cases where 
contagious disease In animals was suspected.—Colonel 
Patchet said it was such a serious thing that every farmer 
should make a report of an outbreak of infectious disease. 
That should be done for their own protection.—T7he 
Wellington Journal and Shrewsbury News. 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE. 


MEETING oF NoRFOLK FARMERS. 


Having gained the permission of the Board of Agri- 
culture for the marshes in the East Norfolk Division to 
be stocked, Mr. Wm. Prioleau, of Plumstead Hall, 
Unionist candidate to oppose Mr. Price at the next 
election, has taken further action with a view to cattle 
being removed to market for sale. He called a represen- 
tative meeting of Norfolk farmers at the Board Room, 
Agricultural Hall, on Saturday, May 26, to consider the 
question, and there was a big gathering. It included 
Messrs. E. Gilbert, Blofield ; Hustler-Tuck, Blofiéld ; C. 
Waters, Postwick ; A. C. Shepherd, Burlingham ; Hardi- 
ment, Norwich ; Reynolds, Woodbastwick ; Hardy, 
Great Plumstead ; Rix, Little Plumstead ; Goose, Ran- 
worth ; Symonds, Loddon Ingloss ; C. Cross, Postwick ; 


Mattocks, Burlingham; Rising Kidman, South Walsham; 
Bloom, Burlingham ; T. H. Wiley, Salhouse; R. J, 
Moore, Tunstall ; T. F. West, Raveningham ; R. Waters, 
Plumstead ; Porter, Beighton; H. K. Bond, Cantley ; 
R. Hardy, Great Plumstead ; H. Edrick, Lingwood ; W, 
Whaston, Mautby ; J. Reynolds, Woodktastwick ; J. K. 
Kerry, Wickhampton ; W. Johnson, Panxworth; L, 
Mallett, Lodden ; E. W. Hayward, Hardley; F. Kin 
Reedham : H. B. Riches, Southwold ; W. Jermy, Wo 


bastwick ; Bales, Plumstead ; J. Cozens Wyley, Plum- 


stead ; Symonds, Thelveton; Kidner, Halvergate; 
Palmer Kerrison, Ranworth ; 8. Wright, Moulton ; H. J. 
Waters, Langley ; A. Wharton, Loddon; W. W. Cook, 
St. Faith’s ; Mack, Witton, &c. 

In opening the a Mr. Prioleau, explained 
that as a result of a meeting held at his house on the 3rd 
inst., the Board of Agriculture had granted the stocking 
of the marshes, but had declined to accede to a second 
request to allow the removal of cattle to the market by 
licence. In forwarding these memorials, he (Mr. Prio- 
leau) pointed out the daily increasing gravity of the 
situation, and expressed the fear that if the restrictions 
dealing with fat stock were not removed before Satur- 
day next (May 26th) the ruin which threatened the 
farmer would speedily overtake him. That was not a 
meeting of protestation, proceeded Mr. Prioleau. They 
were not met there to protest against the action of the 
Government, but rather to suggest to them what was 
fair. He did not blame the Board of Agriculure, but he 
blamed the system of centralization, which allowed a 
man in an office to draw upon a map an area and say 
that that shall be restricted, not regarding local circum- 
stances, such as watercourses and everythingelse. He 
was of opinion that local authorities were perfectly com- 
petent to deal with the situation, and he was perfectly 
sure that they would be just as zealous in their en- 
deavours to check the disease. He suggested that the 
resolution passed at the meeting at his house should be 
submitted with the omission of the last two words, “by 
licence.” It ran—-“ That this meeting desires to point 
out that owing to the want of food farmers will be un- 
able to feed their stock on their farms beyond a ny 
limited period ; that, in view of the scarcity of food, 
it is imperative that fat stock should be allowed to be 
removed from healthy farms for sale in open markets by 
licence.” 

Mr. Gilbert was of opinion that it would be better to 
be allowed to remove cattle by licence than not at all. 
He was afraid that if they asked for too much they 
would get nothing at all. In Blofield there was a large 
number of fat cattle ; in fact, he had some which must 
soon be removed. 

Mr. Samuel Wright thought the time had come when 
the words “ by licence” might be struck out. Twenty- 
eight days had elapsed since the last outbreak of the 
disease, and there was every reason to believe that the 
district was now in a healthy condition. It would carry 
rore weight if the resolution was passed agreeing with 
what might possibly be done by the Executive Committee 
of the County Council. He moved as an amendment 
that the words mentioned be omitted. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. C. Waters suggested that “ the outer circle to open 
market ” be substituted for “healthy farms for sale in 
open markets by licence.” : 

Mr Wright fell in with this, and Mr. Waters having 
moved, and Mr. Wright having seconded, the amended 
resolution was carried with unanimity. , 

Mr. Wiley remarked that if a licence had to be obtained 
it would necessitate little trouble, and he did not think 
it worth the while of the meeting to quibble about the 
words “by licence.” The President of the Board 0 
Agriculture had absolutely blown his year’s work by the 
restrictions. 

Mr. Wright by way of reply said he was persuaded 
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that if they kept to the licence they would have the 
“broad arrow,” and that their cattle would not be allowed 
to stand more than one market. (Hear, hear.) 

The eure | concluded with thanks to Mr. Priolea 
who undertook to forward the resolution to the Board o 
Agriculture.— Norfolk Daily Standard. 


AN INVERTEBRATE BODY—COUNCIL R.C.V:S. 


The Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
ns takes a curious view of its disciplinary jurisdiction, 
if one may judge from the proceedings at the last meet- 
ing. After an ea at which evidence was taken on 
oath, a majority of the Registration Committee found 
that a member of the cee at Cambridge had been 
“guilty of conduct disgraceful in a professional respect in 
stating to a livery-stable keeper that he had glanders in 
his stable and in manipulating two skulls to support that 
statement, knowing it to be untrue, and for purposes of 
his own.” When the report embodying this finding >f 
the Committee came up for consideration by the Council, 
Professor Penberthy opposed its adoption, on the ground 
that the member referred to would be certain to appeal 
to the Privy Council, and that that body would not only 
‘quash the conviction, but probably curtail the powers of 
the R.C.V.S. in such matters. This argument carried so 
much weight that the report was rejected. 

Whether the majority of the Registration Committee 
were right or wrong in the conclusion at which they 
arrived, the decision of the Council leaves the case in a 
most anomalous position. The verdict of the Committee 
—the duly-appointed tribunal to investigate such charges 
—has been set aside by a Council most of whom had 
admittedly not even read, let alone heard, the evidence 
on which that verdict was based. It is conceivable that 
an accused member might prefer the pene of 
appealing to the Privy Council rather than be dealt with 
in this equivocal manner, while from the standpoint of 
the profession at large the procedure adopted is ex- 
tremely unsatisfactory. It suggests that in matters 
affecting the honour of the profession the Council of the 
R.C.V.S. is almost as flabby and invertebrate a body as 
the Council of the Incorporated Law Society.—TZruth. 


GLASGOW VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The examination of the Royal College of Veterinary 


‘Surgeons took place on Friday, 18th ; Wednesday, 23rd ; 


and Saturday, 26th May. ; 

Medals granted by the Highland and Agricultural 
Society, the late Professor Allen Thomson of London, and 
Principal M’Call ; and certificates of merit were awarded 
in different branches of study :— __ 

Medicine and Surgery (horse).—Silver medal—John 

P. Small. ; 
Medicine and Surgery (cattle).—Silver medal—John 
P. Small. 

Parasitology.—Silver medal—John P. Small. 

Materia Medica, &c.—Silver medal—W. M. Ferguson. 

Pathology. &c.—Silver medal—W. G. Forbes. 

Veterinary Hygiene and Dietetics.—Silver medal— 

Albert M’Dowell. 

Zoology.—Silver medal.— Jas. Taylor. 

Junior Anatomy.—Silver medal—James Taylor. 

Senior Anatomy.—Silver medal—Jas. F. Craig, M.A. 

Physiology.—Silver medal—Jas. F. Craig, M.A. 

Chemistry.—Silver medal—Jas. Taylor. 

Botany.—Silver medal—Jas. Taylor. 


Best professional examination in veterinary medicine 


and surgery (cattle) before the Board of examiuers, gold 
medal (by Principal M’Call)—John P. Small. 

Best professional examination in veterinary medicine 
and surgery (horse) before the board of examiners, gold 
medal (by Principal M’Call)—John Baird. 

Best past meme examination in anatomy before the 
board of examiners, gold medal (by the late Dr. Allen 
Thomson)—Jas. F. Craig, M.A 

Stable Management.—Silver medal—Jas. Wallace. 


Personal. 


PRESENTATION, 


Professor Mettam was entertained by the students of 
the Dick Veterinary College last week to a smoking con- 
cert in the Imperial Hotel, on the occasion of his vaca- 
ting the Anatomy Chair to take over the Principalship 
of the Dublin Veterinary College. Professor Whitecross 
was in the chair. In addition to the staff of the Dick 
College, there were present Drs. Milroy, Ritchie, and 
Gregg Wilson. The usual loyal toasts were proposed and 
enthusiastically drunk. Mr. Little, on behalf of the stu- 
dents, made a presentation to Professor Mettam. This 
consisted of a massive silver tray and claret jug, with the 
following inscription :—“ Presented to Professor A. E. 
Mettam, B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., F.R.M.S., as a token of the 
esteem in which he is held by the students of the Royal 
Dick Veterinary College, on the occasion of his leaving 
Edinburgh.” Dr. Gregg Wilson made a speech on the 
abilities of Professor Mettam, which was enthusiastically 
indorsed by the students. Professor Mettam, who was 
received with loud applause, spoke of the pleasure which 
it always gave him to meet students, and of his connec- 
tion with the Dick College. — The North British 
Agriculturist. 

Among those attending the Levée on Monday, 28th 
May, we noticed the name of General Sir F. FitzWygram. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


From The London Gazette. 
War Orrice, PALL MALL, May 29. 
Army Veterinary Department.—The undermention 
Veterinary Captains to be Veterinary-Majors :—H. T. W. 
Mann, G. R. Griffith, D.S.O. ; 
Vet.-Major G. R. Griffith, D.S.O, is seconded for ser- 
vice with the Egyptian Army. 


The following presentations were among those made 
to the Prince of Wales at the Levée on May 28th :--- 

Vet.-Lieut. H. G. Simpson, Middlesex Yeomanry, by 
Field-Marshall H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge, K.G. 

Vet.-Lieut. Percy J. Simpson, Berkshire Yeomanry, 
by H.R.H. Prince Christian of Schleswig- Holstein. K.G. 


Removes, etc., to May 2. 


C.V.S. Farrar, Bell, and Phelan from E. London go to 
Bloemfontein. 
Bowhill and Orton from Capetown go to Bloem- 
fontein. 
Carrick and Dyson go to E. London, and Malone 
to Durban for Embarcation Duty 
Aggio to Stellenbosch for Remount Duty. 
Gresham to Springfontein, Sick Horse Camp. 
Jowett to Natal. j 
V.-Col. Matthews arrived in Bloemfontein from Cape- 
town on Inspection Duty. 
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reported the illness of the animals to the police. He 
said he thought they died from over-feeding. 

For the defence, Mr. Hughes said Mr. Tisdale would 
not take the slightest risk if he knew that any of his 
animals were suffering from such a virulent disease as 
anthrax. He gave the cattle as much as 144lb. of man- 
ery each day, and was under the impression that they 

ied from overfeeding. 

The defendant (Tisdale) said he had been a farmer for 
22 a. He kept good stock, and always fed them 
well. When the first animal died he did not suspect 
there was anything wrong with the others. The fowls 
were picking at the carcase, and there was no bad result 
from it. He also gave the ferrets some of the flesh 
meat—enough to last them for three days. The dog 
took a large piece of the carcase and ate it. Two ferrets 
died, and the dog was not ill. Since he had reduced the 
feed of the animals they had done well.—By the Chief- 
Superintendent : He tried to take the meat off the dog, 
because it would have caused a disagreeable smell, and 
the dog slept in his bedroom. He was not afraid that 
the meat would “polish the dog off” as well as the 
ferrets. He had been farming for over 20 y2ars, and 
thought he knew how to feed his cattle. Two 
years ago a couple of his fat beasts died, but he did not 
report that to the police. He had heard that other 
cattle had died in the neighbourhood, and he attributed 
it to the weather. 

Ann Tisdale, wife of the defendant, said the fowls 
fed on the carcase of the first beast because it did them 

ood, and she allowed them to have it. She continually 

etched the dog from the carcase. He was an old 
favourite, and slept in the bedroom. 

John Everall, Cressage, defendant’s brother-in-law, 
said he told the defendant he was giving the animals too 
many mangolds. He farmed extensively, and during the 
last few weeks several of his animals had died, but he had 
not reported the matter to the police. He had learned 
that morning that he ought to have done so. 

Sir Charles Soame said the magistrates considered 
there were very baal features in the case. It had been 
admitted that the carcase of one of the animals had been 
sent to Wolverhampton and Birmingham as human 
food. The defendant would be fined £10 in each case, 
and pay the whole of the costs of the prosecution, in 
default two months’ imprisonment. Farmers must 
understand that they were bound to report cases where 
contagious disease In animals was suspected.—Colonel 
Patchet said it was such a serious thing that every farmer 
should make a report of an outbreak of infectious disease. 
That should be done for their own _protection.—T7he 
Wellington Journal and Shrewsbury News. 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE. 


MEETING OF NoRFOLK FARMERS. 


Having gained the permission of the Board of Agri- 
culture for the marshes in the East Norfolk Division to 
be stocked, Mr. Wm. Prioleau, of Plumstead Hall, 
Unionist candidate to oppose Mr. Price at the next 
election, has taken further action with a view to cattle 
being removed to market for sale. He called a represen- 
tative meeting of Norfolk farmers at the Board Room, 
Agricultural Hall, on Saturday, May 26, to consider the 
question, and there was a big gathering. It included 
Messrs. E. Gilbert, Blofield ; Hustler-Tuck, Blofiéld ; C. 
Waters, Postwick ; A. C. Shepherd, Burlingham ; Hardi- 
ment, Norwich ; Reynolds, Woodbastwick ; Hardy, 
Great Plumstead ; Rix, Little Plumstead ; Goose, Ran- 
worth ; Symonds, Loddon Ingloss ; C. Cross, Postwick ; 


Mattocks, Burlingham; Rising Kidman, South Walsham; 
Bloom, Burlingham ; T. H. Wiley, Salhouse; R. J, 
Moore, Tunstall ; T. F. West, Raveningham ; R. Waters, 
Plumstead ; Porter, Beighton ; H. K. Bond, Cantley ; 
R. Hardy, Great Plumstead ; H. Edrick, Lingwood ; W, 
Whaston, Mautby ; J. Reynolds, Woodbtastwick ; J. K. 
Kerry, Wickhampton ; W. Johnson, Panxworth; L. 
Mallett, Lodden ; E. W. Hayward, Hardley; F. King, 
Reedham : H. B. Riches, Southwold ; W. Jermy, Wood- 
bastwick ; Bales, Plumstead ; J. Cozens Wyley, Plum- 
stead ; Symonds, Thelveton; Kidner, Halvergate; 
Palmer Kerrison, Ranworth ; 8. Wright, Moulton ; H. J. 
Waters, Langley ; A. Wharton, Loddon; W. W. Cook, 
St. Faith’s ; Mack, Witton, &c. 

In opening the a Mr. Prioleau, explained 
that as a result of a meeting held at his house on the 3rd 
inst., the Board of Agriculture had granted the stocking 
of the marshes, but had declined to accede to a second 
request to allow the removal of cattle to the market by 
licence. In forwarding these memorials, he (Mr. Prio- 
leau) pointed out the daily increasing gravity of the 
situation, and expressed the fear that if the restrictions 
dealing with fat stock were not removed before Satur- 
day next (May 26th) the ruin which threatened the 
farmer would speedily overtake him. That was not a 
meeting of protestation, proceeded Mr. Prioleau. They 
were not met there to protest against the action of the 
Government, but rather to suggest to them what was 
fair. He did not blame the Board of Agriculure, but he 
blamed the system of centralization, which allowed a 
man in an office to draw upon a map an area and say 
that that shall be restricted, not regarding local circum- 
stances, such as watercourses and oe else. He 
was of opinion that local authorities were perfectly com- 
petent to deal with the situation, and he was perfectly 
sure that they would be just as zealous in their en- 
deavours to check the disease. He suggested that the 
resolution passed at the meeting at his house should be 
submitted with the omission of the last two words, “by 
licence.” It ran—-“ That this meeting desires to point 
out that owing to the want of food farmers will be un- 
able to feed their stock on their farms beyond a | 
limited period ; that, in view of the scarcity of food, 
it is imperative that fat stock should be allowed to be 
— from healthy farms for sale in open markets by 

icence.” 

Mr. Gilbert was of opinion that it would be better to 
be allowed to remove cattle by licence than not at all. 
He was afraid that if they asked for too much they 
would get nothing at all. In Blofield there was a large 
number of fat cattle ; in fact, he had some which must 
soon be removed. 

Mr. Samuel Wright thought the time had come when 
the words “ by licence” might be struck out. Twenty- 
eight days had elapsed since the last outbreak of the 
disease, and there was every reason to believe that the 
district was now in a healthy condition. It would carry 
tore weight if the resolution was passed agreeing wit 
what might possibly be done by the Executive Committee 
of the County Council. He moved as an amendment 
that the words mentioned be omitted. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. C. Waters suggested that “ the outer circle to open 
market ” be substituted for “ healthy farms for sale in 
open markets by licence.” : 

Mr Wright fell in with this, and Mr. Waters having 
moved, and Mr. Wright having seconded, the amended 
resolution was carried with unanimity. : 

Mr. Wiley remarked that if a licence had to be obtained 
it would necessitate little trouble, and he did not thin 
it worth the while of the meeting to quibble about the 
words “by licence.” The President of the Board of 
Agriculture had absolutely blown his year’s work by the 
restrictions. ed 

Mr. Wright by way of reply said he was persuad 
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that if they kept to the licence they would have the 
“broad arrow,” and that their cattle would not be allowed 
to stand more than one market. (Hear, hear.) 

The se concluded with thanks to Mr. Priolea 
who undertook to forward the resolution to the Board o 
Agriculture.— Norfolk Daily Standard. 


AN INVERTEBRATE BODY—COUNCIL R.C.V:S. 


The Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
ns takes a curious view of its disciplinary jurisdiction, 
if one may judge from the proceedings at the last meet- 
ing. After an eg at which evidence was taken on 
oath, a majority of the Registration Committee found 
that a member of the a at Cambridge had been 
“guilty of conduct disgraceful in a professional respect in 
stating to a livery-stuble keeper that he had glanders in 
his stable and in manipulating two skulls to support that 
statement, knowing it to be untrue, and for purposes of 
his own.” When the report embodying this finding >f 
the Committee came up for consideration by the Council, 
Professor Penberthy opposed its adoption, on the ground 
that the member referred to would ™ certain to appeal 
to the Privy Council, and that that body would not only 
quash the conviction, but probably curtail the powers of 
the R.C.V.S. in such matters. This argument carried so 
much weight that the report was rejected. 

Whether the majority of the Registration Committee 
were right or wrong in the conclusion at which they 
arrived, the decision of the Council leaves the case in a 
most anomalous position. The verdict of the Committee 
—the duly-appointed tribunal to investigate such charges 
—has been set aside by a Council most of whom had 
admittedly not even read, let alone heard, the evidence 
on which that verdict was based. It is conceivable that 
an accused member might prefer the opportunity of 
appealing to the Privy Council rather than be dealt with 
in this equivocal manner, while from the standpoint of 
the profession at large the procedure adopted is ex- 
tremely unsatisfactory. It suggests that in matters 
affecting the honour of the profession the Council of the 
R.C.V.S. is almost as flabby and invertebrate a body as 
the Council of the Incorporated Law Society.—TZ'ruth. 


GLASGOW VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The examination of the Royal College of Veterinary 


‘Surgeons took place on Friday, 18th ; Wednesday, 23rd ; 


and Saturday, 26th May. ; 
Medals granted by the Highland and Agricultural 
Society, the late Professor Allen Thomson of London, and 
Principal M’Call ; and certificates of merit were awarded 
in different branches of study :— 
Medicine and Surgery (horse).—Silver medal—John 
P. Small. 
Surgery (cattle).—Silver medal—John 
mall. 
Parasitology.—Silver medal—John P. Small. 
Materia Medica, &c.—Silver medal—W. M. Ferguson. 
Pathology. &c.—Silver medal—W. G. Forbes. 
Veterinary Hygiene and Dietetics.—Silver medal— 
Albert M’Dowell. 
Zoology.—Silver medal.—Jas. Taylor. 
Junior Anatomy.—Silver medal—James Taylor. 
Senior Anatomy.—Silver medal—Jas. F. Craig, M.A. 
Physiology.—Silver medal—Jas. F. Craig, M.A. 
Chemistry.—Silver medal—Jas. Taylor. 
Botany.—Silver medal—Jas. Taylor. 
Best professional examination in veterinary medicine 


and re (cattle) before the Board of examiuers, gold 
medal (by Principal M’Call)—John P. Small. 

Best professional examination in veterinary medicine 
and cy (horse) before the board of examiners, gold 
medal (by Principal M’Call)—John Baird. 

Best pias ae examination in anatomy before the 
board of examiners, gold medal (by the late Dr. Allen 
Thomson)—Jas. F. Craig, M.A. 

Stable Management.—Silver medal—Jas. Wallace. 


Personal. 


PRESENTATION, 


Professor Mettam was entertained by the students of 
the Dick Veterinary College last week to a smoking con- 
cert in the Imperial Hotel, on the occasion of his vaca- 
ting the Anatomy Chair to take over the Principalship 
of the Dublin Veterinary College. Professor Whitecross 
was in the chair. In addition to the staff of the Dick 
College, there were present Drs. Milroy, Ritchie, and 
Gregg Wilson. The usual loyal toasts were proposed and 
enthusiastically drunk. Mr. Little, on behalf of the stu- 
dents, made a presentation to Professor Mettam. This 
consisted of a massive silver tray and claret jug, with the 
following inscription :—“ Presented to Professor A. 
Mettam, B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., F.R.M.S., as a token of the 
esteem in which he is held by the students of the Royal 
Dick Veterinary College, on the occasion of his leaving 
Edinburgh.” Dr. Gregg Wilson made a speech on the 
abilities of Professor Mettam, which was enthusiastically 
indorsed by the students. Professor Mettam, who was 
received with loud applause, spoke of the pleasure which 
it always gave him to meet students, and of his connec- 
tion with the Dick College. — The North British 
Agriculturist. 

Among those attending the Levée on Monday, 28th 
May, we noticed the name of General Sir F. FitzWygram. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


From The London Gazette. 
War Orricer, PALL MALL, May 29. 


Army Veterinary Department.—The undermentioned 
Veterinary Captains to be Veterinary-Majors :—H. T. W. 
Mann, G. R. Griffith, D.S.O. 

Vet.-Major G. R. Griffith, D.S.O, is seconded for ser- 
vice with the Egyptian Army. 


The following presentations were among those made 
to the Prince of Wales at the Levée on May 28th :--: 

Vet.-Lieut. H. G. Simpson, Middlesex Yeomanry, by 
Field-Marshall H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge, K.G. 

Vet.-Lieut. Percy J. Simpson, Berkshire Yeomanry, 
by H.R.H. Prince Christian of Schleswig- Holstein. K.G. 


Removes, etc., to May 2. 


C.V.S. Farrar, Bell, and Phelan from E. London go to 
Bloemfontein. 
Bowhill and Orton from Capetown go to Bloem- 
fontein. 
Carrick and Dyson go to E. London, and Malone 
to Durban for Embarcation Duty 
Aggio to Stellenbosch for Remount Duty. 
Gresham to Springfontein, Sick Horse Camp. 
Jowett to Natal. j 
V.-Col. Matthews arrived in Bloemfontein from Cape- 


town on Inspection Duty. 
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C.V.S. meet transferred from Eshowe to Pietermaritz- 
urg. 
Cockburn arrived at Durban goes to Ladysmith ; 
_ and C.V.S. Firth to Pietermaritzburg. 
Ss. Carintha with mules from New Orleans wrecked on 
south coast Cape Garcias, Hayti, 1400 mules, 400 lost. 


Tue A.V.D. at THE FRONT. 


Asa rule, the different departments at the seat of war 
have been admirably organised, and have proved most 
efficient, but there is one department which has hope- 
lessly broken down, and has been utterly inadequate for 
the needs of the Army. That is the Army Veterinar 
Department, which is under-officered and under-manned, 
and consequently has been of but slight service, and has 
been able to do but little for the horses with the Army. 
Not so very long ago we were told that the prolonged 
wait of Lord Roberts at Bloemfontein was owing to the 
great mortality among the horses, and the difficulty of 
supplying remounts. That this should be so will cause 
no surprise when it is remembered that there are about 
ten thousand animals with the forces in South Africa, 
and only about fifty officers of the Army Veterinary De- 
partment to attend to the sick, advise as to the treat- 
ment of horses in health, and to decide on the suitability 
of animals to be purchased as remounts. It is true that 
a hundred or so civilian veterinary surgeons are employ- 
ed, but they are naturally unused to Army work, and 
are, moreover, quite inadequate in numbers. In the 
British Army at the present time, there is no subordinate 
veterinary department worthy of the name, and the 
pepe y 4 officers have to depend on the assistance they 
can get from farriers and shoeing-smiths, who have 
already more work than they can get through in their 
proper occupation of shoeing horses. Two fully equipped 
veterinary hospitals have been drawn from India. ut 
they are only a fraction of what is needed. The few 

_veterinary surgeons haye an immense amount of work to 
do. These officers Aave been working at high pressure 
all through the campaign, but the results have been but 
little compared with what they would have been had 
been placed on a proper footing.— The 

obe. 


The Army Veterinary Department has had a peculiar- | 


ly arduous and trying experience during the South 
frican war. Horses have seldom, if ever, been so 
valuable and important an element in a campaign, and 
the same may be said of mules and oxen. The officers 
who are specially and professionally charged with the 


care of the health of the animals have had therefore 


a heavy task and responsibility, and to say that they 
have done their duty with zealous ability is only bare 
justice to a body of officers whose numbers are far too 
few for operations of such magnitude. But in spite of 
the heroic efforts of the veterinary staff, the sufferings 
and losses of transport animals have heen enormous, 
although if there had been a larger staff, the lives of 
hundreds of the faithful servants of the soldier might 
have been saved. Perhaps one of the greatest lessons of 
the war so far has been to show the immense value of 
horses, and the necessity for sparing no effort to ensure 
their well-being, the preservation of their health and 
their cure in sickness. Soldiers must be taught to save 
their horses by more considerate treatment, and in order 
to provide for inevitable wounds and sickness amongst 
the animals there is need of a Farm increased veteri- 
nary staff, with emoluments and other advantages likely 
to attract the very best professional skill. The veteri- 
ary officers for some years past have proved themselves 
both capable and zealous, but more are wanted, especially 
during war when, as in the — campaign, the sacri- 
fice of animal life is not only out of all proportion to 
ordinary losses, but is also likely to endanger the success 
of important operations.— Broad Arrow. 


OBITUARY. 
RicHaRD PritcHaRD, M.R.C.V.S., Wolverhampton. 
Graduated Lond., July, 1830. 


Mr. R. Pritchard, the father of Prof. W. Pritchard, 
died on Thursday, May 30th, in his 100th year, which, 
had he lived, would have been completed on August 3rd. 


— USELESS FOREIGN VOTING PAPERS. 
ir, 

In your issue of April 14th Mr. Dalrymple draws. 
attention to an important subject as affecting foreign 
M.R.C.V.S. The farce of sending voting papers abroad 
appears to be perpetrated with great precision, but as‘it 
is impossible to find out who are nominated for the 
Council in time, it is impossible for members abroad to. 
vote. 

T once wrote to the Secretary to explain this, but he 
could only answer that he was acting according to in- 
structions and could not help me. Would it not be 
pom for the nominations to be made earlier anda 
ist sent with the voting pevens Failing this it would 
surely be practicable to denote the members of Council 
who retire by notation, and who are willing to offer 
themselves for re-election. 

One hears a good deal about the lack of interest mem- 
bers take in the elections. It would seem reasonable to. 
at least allow foreign members a chance of voting. If 
the College does not see its way to moving in the matter 
perhaps you sir would be kind enough to publish in 
good time a list of members of Council retiring by rota- 
tion and to denote those, if possible, who are willing to 
stand again. For the benefit of foreign members too, I 
fee] sure the matter has only to be brought to your notice 
for yon to print a list of candidates as soon as it is at 
hand.—-Yours faithfully, 

G. K. WaLKEr. 


India, May 4th. 


DRUGGING HORSES. 
Dear Sir, 


Could not something be done to prevent, to some ex- 
tent at any rate, the use or abuse of dangerous drugs by 
carters, carmen, etc. 

During the course of a long period of veterinary work, 
I have sometimes had cases of abdominal pain in horses, 
not like ordinary colic, and the origin of which appeared 
to be mysterious. I firmly believe that many of these 
cases have been due to the above dangerous and ex- 
tremely cruel practice. Perhaps the R.S.P.C.A. could 
do something by means of leaflets, or pamphlets. A 
chemist and druggist told me yesterday, that it is quite 
a common event foran ignorant man to come in for some 
oil of vitriol, which he puts into the poor horse’s drinking 
water, and if he refuses to drink it at first, he is not 
allowed any pure water until he has drank this acid 
mixture. If the chemist finds out what he wants the 
vitriol for he will not allow the sale. It is a great pity 
that something cannot be done to stop this abominable 
cruelty.— Yours faithfully, 

Mucous MEMBRANE. 


[There is a Drugging of Animals Act.—Eb.} 


Communications, Booxs, anp Papers RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
John Blakeway, H.J.R. Pope, J.F.Simpson, F.B. 0. 
Taylor, J. D. Allinson, P.J. Welch. Lt.G.&. Walker, 
Prof. Pritchard. : 

Guernsey Evening Press, The Norfolk Daily Standard, 
The Globe. 
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